
When Your Pet Goes the Lawn,
Remember, it Doesn’t Just

Go on the Lawn.

WWhheenn oouurr ppeettss lleeaavvee tthhoossee lliittttllee ssuurrpprriisseess,, tthhee 
bbaacctteerriiaa ffrroomm tthhee wwaassttee ggeettss wwaasshheedd iinnttoo oouurr ssttoorrmm
ddrraaiinnss aanndd ppoolllluutteess oouurr wwaatteerrwwaayyss..  SSoo,, wwhhaatt ccaann yyoouu
ddoo?? SSiimmppllee,, ddiissppoossee ooff tthhee wwaassttee pprrooppeerrllyy.. TThhiiss
aassssuurreess iitt ggeettss ttrreeaatteedd aass iitt sshhoouulldd..

Thanks to the Washington Department of Ecology, King County, and the cities of
Bellevue, Seattle, and Tacoma.
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HHeellpp SSttoopp PPooiinnttlleessss PPoolllluuttiioonn

BBee aa ppaarrtt ooff tthhee cclleeaannuupp ooff tthhee wwaatteerrwwaayyss iinn oouurr aarreeaa

CClleeaann wwaatteerr iiss iimmppoorrttaanntt ttoo aallll ooff uuss..
It’s up to all of us to make it happen.  In recent years, sources of water 
pollution like industrial wastes from factories have been greatly reduced.
Now, more then 60 percent of water pollution comes from things like
cars leaking oil, fertilizers from farms and gardens, and
failing septic tanks.  All these sources add up to a big pollution 
problem.  Each of us can do small things to help clean up our water and
that adds up to a pollution solution!

WWhhyy ddoo wwee nneeeedd cclleeaann wwaatteerr??
Clean water is important to our health and economy.  Clean water 
provides recreation, commercial opportunties, fish habitat, drinking
water, and adds beauty to our landscape.  We all benefit from clean
water and each of us play an important role in keeping our surface and
ground waters clean.

WWhhaatt’’ss tthhee pprroobblleemm wwiitthh ppeett wwaassttee??
Pet waste is a health risk to animals and people, especially children.  It
is a nuisance in our neighborhoods.  Pet waste is full of bacteria that can
make people sick.  When it rains, harmful bacteria are washed into our
storm drains and ends up in a lake, stream or marine water.  People who
eat contaminated fish or shellfish can get very sick.  In a Seattle,
Washington study, the waste produced by Seattle’s dogs and cats is
almost equivalent to the amount of human waste that a city the size of
Gadsden or Decatur, Alabama would produce.  Unless people properly
dispose of pet waste, it enters our waters untreated.

CClleeaann WWaatteerr ttiipp::

HHooww ccaann yyoouu ccaarree ffoorr yyoouurr ppeett aanndd hheellpp kkeeeepp oouurr wwaatteerrss cclleeaann??

SSccoooopp iitt uupp aanndd fflluusshh iitt ddoowwnn tthhee ttooiilleett..  TThhaatt’’ss bbeesstt bbeeccaauussee yyoouurr ccoommmmuunnttiiyy
sseewwaaggee ttrreeaattmmeenntt ppllaanntt oorr yyoouurr sseeppttiicc ssyysstteemm ccaann tthheenn ttrreeaatt tthhee ppeett wwaassttee..

SSeeaall tthhee wwaassttee iinn aa ppllaassttiicc bbaagg aanndd ddiissppoossee ooff iitt iinn tthhee ggaarrbbaaggee..  ((TThhiiss iiss lleeggaall iinn
mmoosstt aarreeaass,, bbuutt cchheecckk llooccaall llaawwss..))

BBuurryy ssmmaallll qquuaannttiittiieess iinn yyoouurr yyaarrdd wwhheenn iitt ccaann ddeeccoommppoossee sslloowwllyy..  DDiigg aa hhoollee oonnee
ffoooott ddeeeepp..  PPuutt tthhrreeee oorr ffoouurr iinncchheess ooff wwaassttee aatt tthhee bboottttoomm ooff tthhee hhoollee..  CCoovveerr tthhee
wwaassttee wwiitthh aatt lleeaasstt eeiigghhtt iinncchheess ooff ssooiill..  BBuurryy tthhee wwaassttee iinn sseevveerraall ddiiffffeerreenntt 
llooccaattiioonnss iinn yyoouurr yyaarrdd aanndd kkeeeepp iitt aawwaayy ffoorr vveeggeettaabbllee ggaarrddeennss..

FFoorr mmoorree iinnffoorrmmaattiioonn ccoonnttaacctt::

AAllaabbaammaa DDeeppaarrttmmeenntt ooff EEnnvviirroonnmmeennttaall MMaannaaggeemmeenntt
EEdduuccaattiioonn aanndd OOuuttrreeaacchh

((333344)) 339944--44336600
oorr

MMuunniicciippaall // IInndduussttrriiaall SSttoorrmmwwaatteerr PPrrooggrraamm 
((333344)) 227711--77779999


